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Abstract
Muslitn rulers ruled over Kashemir for at least five centunes.
Mushim government came to an end i Kashtor owing to the
conspiracy of the Brtish and the Sikhs Ranpgt Singh wvaded

Kashtnir thrice and finally succeeded and occupled Kasherr,
After the decline of the Sikh rule, the British became the

masters of Kashrr for eight days and then they sold it to
Culab Singh, thus perpetuated the subjugation of the

K ashtniri penple through generations.
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Wiould that, [ cold not once in my life enjoy the delight of
wandering through the gardens of Kashimir, fragrant with
altnond-bossoms, and sitting on the fresh oreen turf (&)
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In 1312, on the occassion of the marnage of Eharal: Singh,
Famit inwited the Governor General, the commander-in-
Chief and other British officers to attend the ceremonies.
The Governor-General did not come but was represented
by col Ochterlony. It was dunng these festivities which
provided an ideal cover for serious talks without raising
any suspicions around that the Brtish gave thewr approval
to a Sikh invasion and annezation of Kashmir, (1)
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I wview of the out-break of hostilities between FRanjit
singh and hiz brother Fateh Khan, Azim stopped the
payinent of repees nine lacs installment. Another reason
for doing g0 was the capture of Attock Fort by Fangit from
hiz brother. Famjit Singh, therefore, made it a pretext for
the itrvasion of Kashmir in 1814, (A)
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Col Ochterlony who has been already noticed as
representing the Gowernor-General at the marnage
of prince Kharak Smgh, sent a letter, offering

British military assistance th a new invasion.
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Maturally, picqued by the offer and stll confident of
hiz abiity to acliewve the objecttve with his own
resources, Fanjit thankfilly declined the same. (1+)
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Pandit Barbal Dhar went straight to Jammu and had a
meeting with Eaja Gulab Singh, who apart from

providing him with necessary means of trawvel, also gawe
a letter of miroduction to his brother Dhian Singh. (17)
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Butchers, bakers, boatmen, wendors of fuel, publc
notaries, scavangers and prositituties, all paid a
ta. & portion of the Singhara crop to the extent
annualy of a Lakh of repee 1z claimed by the
government, (1&)
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Eanpt Singh assuredly well-knew that the gre;’iter
the prosperity of Eashrr, the stronger would be
the inducement to ivasion by the East India
Company. Most assuredly its ruin has been
accelerated, not less rapacity than by his political
jealousy, which suuggested to him, at any cost, the
merciless removal of itz wealth and the reclless

haver which he has made in its resources.(IA)
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It 1z to the lasthg credit of Pandit Ewbal Dar, that,
when a deputation of MMmuslims headed by Sywd
Hasan Shah Qadn Ehanavari approached him to
dizzuade the Sikhs from the destruction of the
Ehatgah, he mowed m the matter, used his mfluence
and saved this historic structure from wvandalism. ()
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It 12 a strange wony of fate that Biabal who had

made it possible for the Sikh niler to occupy the

countty and who greatly contributed to the

strengtherung  of the admunstration should not hawve

died as a pris-::-ner. (n)
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In the time of Dewan Mott Ean, the Jarma Maspd of
srinagar was closed to public prayers. Cow slaughter,
prevalent for centuries, was declared a crime
punishable by death, and Muslims were actually

hanged, dragged through the oty of Srinagar, and
even burnt alive for having slain cattle (F*)
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been washed away by floods and repaired the
canals and bunds which had suffered neglect since
several years. He also founded a new settlement,

opposite Shergarhi, on the right bank of JTehlum
and named it Basant Bagh (r*)
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(@) Bamza, P.MN. K., A History of Kashirr, Delln, 1962, p 582



(1) Cunminghatn, Joseph Davey, History of Sikhs, Rupa & Co., New
Deltn, 15849, p.291.
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(A) Baraf Muharomad Yousaf Kashrns Fight For Freedom, woll,
Ferozsons Ltd, Lahore, 1977, p.70.
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(1+) Cuntingharn, Joseph Dawey, History of Sikhs, Eupad: Co. New
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